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Great Britaln Righlas Resarved

“The Confusion of Tongues.”

Dore’s Conception of the Curious Sky-Scraping Tower of Babel, Whose Destruction l;_Record-;_
in the Eleventh Chapter of Genesis. It [s a Type of Many Babylonian Buildings.

Bv Rene Bache
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Ancient Mexicans?

LU/zy Science Now Believes That the
Mysterious Mayas of Yucatan Came
from Ancient Babylon After the

“Confusion of Tongues”

addition to this there Is other evidence
that the Mavas came from somewhere In
Asla,

Tha Tower of Babel was the largest
one of many a simiiar strocture of pyra-
midali shape in Bab¥lon, which ware
crowned with temples. Bul where the an-
clent Assyrians constructed scores of such

terraced towers, the Mayas built thou-
sands, many of them of huge slze and of
substantially the same pattern—likewisa
upholding temples on their platform sum-
mits.

According to the Maya legend, Xelhuc,
one of the seven glants who survived the
Delage. erected a pyramidal tower of enor-
mous height for the purposa of storming
Heaven. But the offended gods destroyed
it with Ughinings and confounded the lan-
guages of the builders.

This evidently gives stronsg confirmation
1o the theory that the prehistorie Inhabi-
tants of Yucatau brought the tradition of
tha towar and the story of the Flood with
them from AssyTia

Certainly nobody anywhers else In the
world, save the =mncient Assvrians and
Rabylonlans, ever bullt temple-coverad
toxers like those found to-day in rulns
all over Yucatan. While pursulng the
same architectural method, the Mayas far
outdid tke Babylonlans in pyramid build-
ine. Sometimes they shaped and terraced
whole Hills to sarve as supports for em-
ples cr groups of shrines, adding coursea
of stone In such a way &s tn give increased
haight and symmeiry. The temple at the
top usuaily had a speclal enclogure, which
was the place of sacrifice;, where human
victims wers offered up.

The py mids of YTucatan ars square .r
rectaneniar in shape. Somes are nearly
100 feel high, and the largest = over 500
square. They have sloping sides,
eome nearly vertical, and many rise in
steps. Faced with sions drassed smac;-:h
or plectered. and embellished with sculp-

qpres, they L easc nJded by sheap sinirways

{eel

on one or more sides. The Interior mas=s
is of earth and stones, or of stones and
mortar. In some cases the slopes were
filled in to a smooth slant,

The ioftiest is the pyramid of El Cas-
tille, or The Castle, at Chichen-itza, which
I=s of the stepped type. The largest and
most imposing is the so-caliad Governogs
Palage, at Uxmal, which stands on a na
ural elevallon artificially heightened by
stone blocks and rising in three terraces.
it is considered by ethnologists the most
important prehistoric structure ih Amer-
lca. The building, 320 fe=t long, 40 feet
deep wnd 26 feet high, is covered with a
marvellons elaboration of sculpture, one
belt of which, 10 feet wide, running en-
tirely around the palace, contains 28,000
stones, nearly every one of them a separate
work of art

Nobody Enows for what purpoee this
wonderful huilding was nsed, but ¢ scams
to have besn erscled merely 8s one side
of a contemplisped quadrangular edifice
As for El Castilio, It was & prramid tem-
pie of ths first order. The sguars prra-
mid Is 830 feet high, 200 feet square at the
base, and 60 feet square at the top. The
stepped sides rise mt an angla of 50 de
grees; the platform at the top fs resched
by four stairwarys, and the sarface was
evened with plaster and finished with
celor. Each siairway had ninetv-two steps,
which were guariad by balustrades in the
form of huge sculptured serpents. whosse
beads and protrudiog tongnes restad upen
the .;dm:nd while their bodies ang tgils
exisnas UDWaY  § -
o P d 13 the top of the pyra-

Babel was 3 name of Babylon. In -2
Book of Genesis, elaventh chapter, will be
found the story of how the survivors of
mankind after the Deluga travelled from
P1" mountain whers the Ark rested and
7"\".“-'.1?& in the valley of Shinar, Thers they
SHLL & clty. and finally attemptag to cop-
Siruct a tower whose top ehould
réach Heaven. Yahweh In .his
abode on high. heramea angared
and =aid. “Let us gzo down and
tonfound ftheir language.” Then
the Babrlonians were scatiered
abroad ovar all the face of the

fshed before the Aztecs, ars the grestest
wonders -of antiquity in America

An Interesling theory, now strongly
beid by sclentists and scholars of the
Smitheonian Institution, is that thas Maras
are descended from the ancient peaple of
Aabvion who were dispersed over the faca

built the Tower of Babel of the Bibla,
and those early inbabitants of the earth
were in o eense Americany. This view is
confirmed ln a great degrea by the ex-
traordinary rtesemblance between the
ruined towers and nyramlds of Babylonia
and those built by the Mayas in Yucatan, in

tail the Sculptur-
ed Kings on the

Temple of Ne-
buchadnezzar at
Bzbylon.

_t_'a'l'th. “And (as Geresis says)
ihey laft off building the city.™
Thus tha diversity of homan
speech and dispersion of man-
kind wera explalned.

The tower of Babel was &
small affair in helght compared
with a modern “sky-seraper.”
It was only ahout 140 feet high,
but the dwellers of tha Assvrian
plain, where there were no lofty
objects for comparison, it
seamed tp touch the heavens
Standing on a high artificial ter-
race, llks other important Baby-
lonian edifices, !t was further
uplified by & second platform of
earth 600 feet square. Thua its
total height above the ground
level may have been something
ilke 250 feet.

It was a pyramid of seven
steps, sacred to Marduk, the
great god of Babvlon. The first
stary was 272 feet squars, faced
with glazed brick and paluted
bhlack in bhomor of Saturn. To
Jupiter the serond story was
dedicated, and, the color balong-
Ing to the god being orange, it
wss of that tint—230 feet on 3
gide. The eslor of tha third
story was red. in compliment to
Mars; each of its sides 184 feat-
The fourth story was 148 feet
gquare, and was coversd with
thick pliates of gold. being dedi-
cated to the sun. White was the
hoe of the fifth atory, out af re-
gpect for Venus. and It was 122
fopt square. The =ixth story

wzs hine, Mercury's color, and each of Its
sides measured 70 feet. A cube of 15 feet
form-¢ the ssventh story, and was covered
with plates of silver, in honor of the moon.

Marduk was the god of Light In the
beginning of things he battled with the
dragon of Chaos; and, to efféct the capturs
of tha* frighifal creature he fastemed a
gigantic et to the four cormers of craation
—norilf, south, east and west. Then hs
piercod the heart of the dragon with his
iznce and cut the beast in two. Of one
half he .i1ade the roof of Heaven, ang of
the other half made the earth. Heaven ba
iniaid with the sun, moon and stars, and
the Earth he coversd with plants and an}-
mals, Finally, ba made the first man and
womsn out of clay and calastial hlood.

The Babylonlans divided history into two
great pe jods—belore the Flood and afler,
Theirs was 2 land of foods—!ow and bore
dering on gre:t rivera flowing into the sea
Just what happened fo |t on the eccasion
of the storled Deluge may be known pratly
well by & cent occurrence of the same
kind, =0 shor! a time apn as the year 1878,

In that year 2 *ornado gathered In the
Bay of Bengal and, amid the crash of thun-
der and violeoce so terrific as to dismasg
shi-; distant nearly 200 miles, approached
the del{a of the Ganges, met the ebbing
tide and, enguifing it in its own hugs tidal
wave, hurlad an otean of water over 141
square leagues to a'depth of forty-five feet,
drowning 215,000 human baings, and losing
i1= strength only when It broke against the
foothilliz of the mountains far beyond.

A bhook found in the Hbrary of Sar
alus, st Ninsveh, writtan on clay tablets,
about 2,000 B, C., gives a description of the
Deluge which closely corresponds to thas
above. The sea plays the principal part In
If, and the Ark s cast back upon a spur of
mountsin.

Nogh in this case fs called Xisuthros,
and iz stated to have received from the god
of the watersy deep a command to bdulld a
ship of & cartain pattarn and dimensions,
to coat [t with pitch, and to put his family
aboard, with the “seeds of all living
things." He anters the vessel, closas the
door. an: the craft goes adrift on the
wavea, On -« geventh day he releases a
dove, which, fiving thither gnd yon and
finding no resting piace, raturns. Then a
gswallow Is sent forth, with like resunlt. and
finally & raven, which does not comea back.
Xisuthrc- therenpon sbandons the vessel
and offe: . sacrifices on the summit of the
mountaln.

It 15 easy to understand that this story
must have travelled to Canaan long before
the [lar+ lites settled In that country.
Canaan was a Babyionian domsain; and wa
find Hezekiah the Jewish King, paving
tnibute to the Assyrian monarch Sennsch-
erib (IT. Kings, xviil, 14), at a town called
Lachish, In southarn Palestine, Curlously
enough. a senlptured bas-telief on Sargon’s
palace In Nineveh, which has been dug up,
shows Hezekiah in the act of doing this
vary thing, Sennacherid bhelng enthroned
before 4« tent. An accompanying Inscrip-
tion in uniform charecters identifies the
nersonages concerned,

The question =11 remalns, from what
sonrce did the prehistoric Mayas of Yuca-
tan obtain their ldeas for the const=ucstion
of templecrowned prramids? Inasmuch
as these people certainly dld not originate
In Ameriea, they must have brought thelr
notions of arcilteture from somewhers
~lge. Ther. ars miny well imown reaasons
for belleving they wers Aglatic by origin
Such being the case this closs simllarity
of their pyramiids to those of anclent Bady-
lon would sesm obvioualy to Indlcate Ag-
svria ns the earller home of their race,
Purthrrmore, they had, and thelr dascend-
ants to-day stll possess, traditions of a
Deluge and a Tower of Babel—the story of

tre= heing suhatantially the same as
that which has come downm to us in the
Bible

The Pyramid Tower of the Sun at Teotihuacan, Mexico, Show-

8y Mrs. Aimee Crocker Gouraud

{(Who Gives Such Extraordinary
Parties.)

MERICAN men sre taking

A more Interest in clothes

than they have ever donme

belore, and as they study the Eub-

fject they are becoming converisd 1o
Oriental siyles of dressing.

If mez would adopt Turkish or
Indlen, Japanese or Chinese cos
tumey, they would be stronger and
sealthler, would live longer, enjoy
{fe more and be handsgmer.

The Japanese dress, comfortable
and hygienic as 1t 15 s Delter
adspted to the needs of American
men than any other form of Ori-
es-al cosiume Kimopos can be
bought ia dark colors and In strong.
sorviceabie stuffe. There meed be
little or mo embroidery on them, If

ft is not desired. A kimono can be
mads o follow the taste of the
wearer. Ons of heavy black crepe
or lustreless silk, for instance, s

a3 modes: a garb for office wear as
gny man of gulel tzstés might wish.

But It wonld have the advantage
gver bis usual garmeuts of being of

Why Men Should Wear

light weight, and for that reason
would conserve part of the wital
farce he gives out every day in his
husiness, The business man yields
#0 much of his force in his work
that an ounce of it saved msay be
many dollars gained.

Aasthetically there Is no compari-
petween the presentday and

BOM
he Oriental costumes or men
Americen men ‘wear no uglier

clothes than the men of any other
Angio-Saxon pation, bui they are
ail ugly. If the bifurcated Rarments
are pecessary, thay may at least hia
hidden by a graceful outer covering.
The long, greceful llnes of the ki
mono appeal to the eye, as the
eiraight silhoueite of women's gar-
meénts In the present modes charms
fi. There Is the advantage, too, of
banishing the famboyant walstooat
that pains the eye, and the stupid
“io match” cne that tives it

Of course, guestions will arise
about its utility. 1 have often been
asked whether such garments will
withstand the cold weather. I an-
sWer, “Yes, if you wear plenty of
them ™ In Japan, when the tempera-
ture drops, they simply put on ons
more kimono. Sometimes they
wear four. In extreme weather filve

Obsection may be raised about the
usefulness of such garments in a

Kimonos.

high wind The Flatiron Bullding
m;}' be passed without embarsass
ment by the kimono-wearing man
You see. tho garment is oo narrow
to flop about A woman has no fear
of the wind when she wears a hob-
ble skirt. So it 1a with the narrow
kimono. Besides, the hem of the
covering garment Is stuffed with
cotton to make it heavy. It ls a
much more useful device than sew-
Ine metal welghts In  wWomen's
skirts.

If a man have & lking for bril
Jant eolors, he can gratily it in (he
red fez snd magolficent robes of
Turkey. Or he may Imliate the
rolled head-fress and the embroid
ered coat of the indian prince or
Tafah

But the Japanese costume I8 most
practicable for all occasions. A mang
miay wear a black or brown kimone
to business. Returning to his homs
he econld toss it off and put on a
blue ar red silk ooe, embroldered
in gold. The wounld be appropriats
alss for the ball or opera.

And he would have the gratifica
tion that the knowledse of looking
his best always brings. A plain
man who has taken off his coat and
put on a blue or rose eslored Man-
darin becomes handsome. An in-
sipid looking man acquires [ndividu.
au'tye

ing Its Extraordinary Resem-
blance to the Tower of Babel
and Other Similar Buildings
in Babvlonia. as Reconstructed
from Their Ruins,




